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LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT

We seek to inspire a community of empathy and 
have a responsibility to recognize the ways in 
which we benefit from colonization, both historical 
and ongoing. A Land Acknowledgement is a formal 
statement that recognizes and respects Indigenous 
Peoples as traditional stewards of this land and 
celebrates the resilience and strength that all 
Indigenous people have shown worldwide. 

We acknowledge that in Central Ohio, we are on the 
traditional homelands of the Shawnee, Potawatomi, 
Delaware, Miami, Peoria, Seneca, Wyandotte, Ojibwe, 
and Cherokee Indigenous nations who have strong 
ties to these lands. Today, individuals from a broad 
range of Indigenous backgrounds call Columbus and 
central Ohio home. 

We recognize generations who contributed their 
traditions, hopes, and spirit to make the history that 
led to this moment. While some have lived on this land 
for more generations than can be counted, others 
arrived here hoping for a better life, while others were 
forcibly taken and brought here against their will. 
Acknowledging the truth of these realities is critical 
to building mutual respect and connection. 
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WHERE WILL THE ARTS TAKE YOU NEXT? 
VISIT ARTSINOHIO.COM

@OHIOARTSCOUNCIL | #ARTSOHIO | OAC.OHIO.GOV 

State and federal dollars through the Ohio Arts Council 
supported your arts experience today.
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TheContemporaryOhio.org/Education

at The Contemporary
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Shelby Erickson, Controller
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CAST

BRY’ANA  
BENTLEY

she/her

MICHELLE/CHRISSY/ 
LANIECE

BRANDON  
ANDERSON

he/him

JAMES/SOCK MAN/ 
JEWELRY MAN/DVD MAN

TIRZAH  
WASHINGTON

she/her

VANESSA/RADIA/
SHEILA

LORI  
LINDSEY

she/her

JENNIFER

SHAUNA  
MARIE

she/her

MIRIAM

ANITA  
DAVIS

she/her

AMINATA

LEIGH they/them

NDIDI

LA  
BAKER*

JAJA

she/her ALIYAH 
GRAHAM

MARIE

she/her WILMA  
HATTON

BEA

she/her

*Appearing through an Agreement between this theatre, and Actors’ Equity Association, 
the Union of Professional Actors and Stage Managers in the United States.

SPECIAL THANKS 
Oberlin College, Katherine Simon, and Ellie Price

Set Built by CCT Scenic

World premiere produced by the Manhattan Theatre Club (Lynne Meadow, Artistic Director; Chris Jennings,  
Executive Director) and Madison Wells with LaChanze & Taraji P. Henson at the Samuel J. Friedman Theatre on September 12, 2023.

Commissioned by Williamstown Theatre Festival (Mandy Greenfield, Artistic Director), Williamstown, MA.
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CAST BIOS
LACHANDRA “LA” BAKER* [SHE/HER] (JAJA)  is a performer, entrepreneur, 
and community engagement strategist whose leadership philosophy centers on 
human connection through storytelling. After performing throughout her youth, 
she stepped away from the stage for nearly twenty years to raise her family and 
build a corporate career in communications and leadership development. Now, as 
an entrepreneur and parent of adult children, she has joyfully returned to acting 
and the creative work she loves most. La holds advanced degrees in business 
and communication and has received numerous recognitions for her community 
leadership through LBB Edutainment. She is honored to be part of this powerful 
production and its incredible cast and crew.

ALIYAH GRAHAM [SHE/HER] (MARIE) is ecstatic to be in her first show at The 
Contemporary Theatre of Ohio! Aliyah graduated from Ohio University in 2023 with 
a major in Interdisciplinary Arts and a minor in Advertising/Public Relations. Her 
most recent performances include Godspell at Ohio University Lancaster (Anna 
Maria) and Little Women through Columbus Recreation and Parks (Meg March). 
She’d like to thank her family and friends for being a strong support system as 
well as Leda and Shanelle for the amazing opportunity. Enjoy the show!

WILMA HATTON [SHE/HER] (BEA) has been part of the Columbus theatre 
community for over twenty-five years. She has performed in productions such 
as Company and Curtains! with Gallery Players, Hairspray with Weathervane 
Playhouse, How We Got On as well as several productions with Available Light 
Theater, and Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom with Short North Stage.   She was 
seen in School Girls; or The African Mean Girls Play and Skeleton Crew with 
The Contemporary Theater of Ohio, and King Hedley II with Actors’ Theatre of 
Columbus.  She was also seen in Julie Whitney Scott’s Snowville Cafe.  Wilma has 
done several commercials, short films, and stage readings. Thank you to God, my 
family, coworkers, and everyone for their support!!

ANITA DAVIS [SHE/HER] (AMINATA) is excited to return to the Contemporary 
Theatre stage as Aminata in Jaja’s African Hair Braiding! She was most recently 
with the Contemporary in Fat Ham (Tedra) and also starred in their productions 
of Good Grief (Nene), POTUS: Or, Behind Every Great Dumbass Are Seven Women 
Trying to Keep Him Alive (Margaret), School Girls; or, The African Mean Girls Play 
(Eloise Amponsah), Crumbs from the Table of Joy (Aunt Lily), and Sisters (Olivia). 
A classically trained actor and vocalist, Anita has performed with American 
contemporary and repertory theatres, Off-Broadway and in film and TV. Favorite 
stage roles include Stepper’s Ball (Lindy), Steal Away (Red) and The Trip (Ginny). 
Her work in indie films includes roles in The Endangered, Compensation, Cruel and 
Unusual, Turning the Corner and Gross Ratings, and her work in TV includes the 
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CAST BIOS (CON’TD)
movies Skin Complex and Our Father, winner of the Regional Emmy Award. Video 
and voiceover credits include Macy’s, Humana Health Care, Value City Furniture 
and Coalescence. Anita is a vocalist, writer, director, producer, podcast host and 
a former dancer and model. Best of all, she is the proud mama of two amazingly 
talented, young creative artists - Julian and Isabella.

SHAUNA MARIE [SHE/HER] (MIRIAM) is a human. She is fortunate enough to 
get to play onstage with other humans. The last time she played onstage with 
other humans was in Waitress at Short North Stage. You may recognize Shauna 
from her last role at The Contemporary as Constance in Ride the Cyclone! She’s 
so excited to be back in this space, creating beautiful work with these beautiful 
humans. She’d like to dedicate this performance to her parents, who came to 
this country and pursued the American Dream with hard work, passion, and such 
grace. I’m so proud of them, and so proud to be a first generation American. The 
perseverance and legacy of immigrants is truly what makes this country so great. 

LEIGH [THEY/THEM] (NDIDI) is ecstatic for the extraordinary opportunity to portray 
Ndidi in Jaja’s African Hair Braiding. They’ve shared their talents at Carnegie Hall, 
on Netflix (White Noise) and most recently as Cheryl in Stick Fly (Tipping Point). 
Their favorite roles/gigs include Mayor Boq in The Land Of Oz (CCT), pre-show 
vocalist for Ain’t Misbehavin’ (Short North Stage), Beulah in YOLO: The Old Folks 
Story (Madlab; Young Writer’s Festival), singing server (Broadway Global), voice 
over (Ohio Department of Health), and Principal Soprano in A Different Way; The 7 
Principles of Kwanzaa (world premiere opera). To their loved ones: Thank you.

LORI LINDSEY [SHE/HER] (JENNIFER) is an emerging actress who fell in love with 
performing as a dancer at an early age. After performing several monologues in 
various productions, she developed a growing desire for storytelling and bringing 
characters to life. She has been seen in Available Light’s Fairview (Beverly), Still on 
Zoom’s Stories of Color (Woman #3),  Actors’ Theatre of Columbus’s A Raisin in the 
Sun (Lena Younger), CATCO’s Plays Toward An Antiracist Tomorrow #Matter (Kim), 
and Onyx Productions’ A Colored Section (Racism). Lori is excited and extremely 
grateful to join the cast of Jaja’s African Hair Braiding. 
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TIRZAH WASHINGTON [SHE/HER] (VANESSA/RADIA/SHEILA) is a native of 
Columbus, OH and started singing and acting at a very early age. She decided 
to pursue a career in music and obtained a Bachelors of Music Degree from 
Oakwood University and Master of Music Degree from Peabody Institute. Tirzah 
loves to perform and has had the opportunity to perform and music direct with 
several differen companiest in the Columbus area which include: Short North 
Stage, Columbus Children’s Theatre, The Butterfly Guild, Imagine Productions, and 
many more. Tirzah is honored and excited to be apart of the cast of Jaja’s African 
Hair Braiding.

BRY’ANA BENTLEY [SHE/HER] (MICHELLE/CHRISSY/LANIECE) is so excited 
to join The Contemporary Theatre! This will be her first debut to grace The 
Contemporary stage. She is from the Dayton, Ohio area and has done shows 
in Dayton and the Cincinnati area. Her last performance was POTUS at Falcon 
Theatre playing the role of Chris in Cincinnati. Also gracing the Equity stage at 
the Human Race theatre in Dayton, Ohio in the production Angry Raucous and 
Shamelessly Gorgeous by Pearl Cleage playing the role of Pete. She’s also been 
seen in Flyin West as Sophie and Blues for An Alabama Sky as Angel. She has 
played various roles such as A Song for Coretta playing Keisha, One Flew Over 
The Cuckoo’s Nest playing Nurse Ratched, Titania in Shakespeare’s A mid summer 
nights dream, she’s been in musicals such as Aint Misbehavin as Charlaine, Rocky 
Horror Picture Show playing the role of Janet and many more. She is looking 
forward to continuing her career professionally in Theatre, film and television. 

BRANDON ANDERSON [HE/HIM] (JAMES/SOCK MAN/JEWELRY MAN/DVD MAN) 
was drawn to comedy after secretly memorizing Eddie Murphy’s concert films at 
an age many experts would deem “inappropriate.” A Columbus, OH native, Brandon 
is a veteran sketch comedian, vocalist, writer, and 24-year resident of Shadowbox 
Live (SBX), and a featured actor and vocalist in numerous original sketch shows. 
Additionally he has appeared in SBX’s productions of Jesus Christ Superstar, 
RENT, American Idiot, Rock of Ages and the original productions All Funked Up, 
Underland, The Dream, and No Return: The Deadly Dance of Bonnie and Clyde. He 
is also the founder and executive director of the sketch comedy collective Shut 
Up a Second, and PHD Improv, a program that teaches engagement tactics to 
lecturers and presenters. Brandon’s 2023 appearance on Jeopardy! received the 
“Most Adorable 3rd Place Contestant” award by a panel including his mom and  
his wife.

CAST BIOS (CON’TD)
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PRODUCTION STAFF BIOS
SHANELLE MARIE [SHE/HER] (Director) is a Columbus-based theatre maker. 
She is happy to return to the Contemporary, where she performed in POTUS, and 
HOME, and direced School Girls; Or, the African Mean Girls Play and Good Grief.  
She is a proud Available Light Theatre company member. Some of her favorite 
moments on stage include performing for Ruby Dee in Legends and Legacies, 
Ruth in A Raisin in the Sun, and as a TEDx Columbus Women speaker. She credits 
her first acting teacher as her beloved grandmother, who would bring Paul 
Lawrence Dunbar’s poetry to life. Love and gratitude to her husband, Jonathan, for 
his unending support.

LAURA CARLSON-TARANTOWSKI [SHE/THEY] (Scenic Designer) is resident 
Scenic Designer and Lecturer at Oberlin College. Recent work at Oberlin includes 
Fun Home and Natasha, Pierre & the Great Comet of 1812. Other recent designs 
include Queens Girl: Black in the Green Mountains with Karamu House, Witch with 
Dobama Theatre, Haunted with Cleveland Public Theater and Wife of a Salesman 
with the Contemporary Theatre of Ohio.

TABITHA “TABI” ABNEY [SHE/HER] (Costume Designer) is a local freelance 
costume and fashion designer. Over the span of 10 years, she has costumed 
several Columbus based feature films and designed costumes for The 
Contemporary Theatre of Ohio (A Columbus Christmas Carol, An Iliad, Mr. Burns: A 
Post Electric Play, Ride The Cyclone, Christmas Carol and most recently Fat Ham), 
The Actors Theater of Columbus (Chicken and Biscuits), Available Light Theatre 
(Fairview), Endeavor Theatre (Much Ado About Nothing) and The Newark Granville 
Symphony (Ellis Island: A Dream of America). Periodically she takes her wardrobe 
skills on the high seas working with theatrical shows aboard Norwegian and 
Disney Cruise Lines.

KELSEY GALLAGHER [SHE/HER] (Lighting Designer) is a lighting designer 
originally from Overland Park, Kansas. She received her BFA in theatre design and 
technology from Avila University in Kansas City , MO. She continued her studies 
with a Masters of Fine Arts in Lighting Design from The Ohio State University. As 
an artist she values communication and collaboration most of all and has worked 
with theatre artists, visual artists, digital artists, animators, musicians, and 
dancers. You may have seen her works with the Contemporary in shows such as 
Alice by Heart, Big Fish, and Fat Ham. She works locally and is currently the Exhibit 
Lighting Designer for The National Museum of the United States Air Force.



12

KRATE DIGGA [HE/HIM] (Sound Designer) For over 25 years, Krate Digga has 
been a driving force in music, blending the art of DJing, musicianship, and 
education. Mentored by DJ Sicari at Kentucky State University, he co-founded 
the renowned Mos Wanted Crew in 1998, laying the foundation for a career that 
has seen him share stages with artists like Eric Roberson, Brand Nubian, and The 
Foreign Exchange. His influence extends beyond performances, with residencies 
at some of Columbus, Ohio’s most iconic venues and a role as a Next Level USA 
Hip Hop Ambassador, bringing his craft to Argentina and beyond.

A skilled percussionist since 1987 and a producer since 2000, Krate Digga 
seamlessly fuses tradition with innovation, creating music that resonates 
across genres and generations. His work as an educator at institutions like 
The Ohio State University and Denison University highlights his commitment 
to mentorship and cultural preservation. Whether curating immersive DJ sets, 
crafting original compositions, or shaping the next wave of talent, Krate Digga’s 
impact on the music world is both profound and enduring.

BROOKLYN SABINO SMITH [SHE/HER] (Props Designer) is an artist based 
between Columbus, Ohio and Los Angeles, Cali. This is her 2nd play with The 
Contemporary Theater of Ohio - happy to be here!

CHERELLE BROWN [SHE/HER] (Movement Director) is a Columbus-based 
dancer, instructor, and choreographer. She has studied modern, contemporary, 
and African Diasporic styles of dance for over 25 years. Her love of dance had 
grown under the tutelage of renowned teachers and mentors such as Alfred 
Dove, Gamal Brown, Stafford Berry, Suzan Bradford-Kounta, and Ndeye Sy. Cherelle 
now shares this love with the community through performances, classes, and 
setting choreographic work.

LATIFAT SULAIMON [SHE/HER] (Hair Choreographer) is a Nigerian-born, 
Ohio-raised performance artist. With a strong foundation in West African 
dance and Afro-diasporic styles, she brings a culturally grounded and research-
driven approach to every creative space she enters. Joining the team as a 
hair choreographer, she is a self-taught braider who launched her business 
TouchedbyTifa shortly after the pandemic. Alongside her braiding business, she 
is a multidisciplinary creative and a Jebby Award winner for her most recent 
role as “Nkechi” in The Contemporary Theatre of Ohio’s production of Good Grief. 
Latifat is also a filmmaker, choreographer and creative director. She develops 
narrative-driven movement pieces and short films rooted in lived experience and 
community. Latifat’s most recent film explores the autoimmune disease Sickle 
Cell. In every space, she values connection, impact, and intentional growth. Her 
film work can be viewed through her Instagram @Naijaish and she is always open 
to collaborating with fellow artists. Recent theatre credits include Zoe in The 

PRODUCTION STAFF BIOS (CON’TD)
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Niceties (Red Herring Theater), Understudy for Paulina, Ama, Mercy, Gifty and 
Nana in School Girls; or The African Mean Girls Play (The Contemporary Theatre 
of Ohio) and Swing for Joan, Judy and Alecia in Small Mouth Sounds (Southern 
Plains Production). 

DEBORA CRABBE [SHE/HER] (Dialect Coach) is a dialect coach and actor in 
the DC Metro area who has worked with various companies around the country. 
Recent dialect coach credits include the DC premiere of cullud wattah at 
Mosaic Theatre and Jaja’s African Hair Braiding at SpeakEasy Stage in Boston, 
MA. She has also worked or performed at Round House Theatre, We Happy Few 
DC, Theatre J, Ford’s Theatre, Arena Stage, Berkeley Repertory Theatre, Seattle 
Children’s Theatre, La Jolla Playhouse, The Kennedy Center, Ensemble Theatre 
Cincinnati, and Chicago Shakespeare Theatre. She is the 2019 Helen Hayes Award 
winner for Outstanding Lead Actress in a Musical. She is a member of the social 
justice theatre group The Conciliation Project based in Richmond, Virginia, and 
holds a BFA in Theatre Performance from Virginia Commonwealth University.

KAREN HEWITT M. ED [SHE/THEY] (Resident Culture Strategist) Karen earned 
her MS in Mathematics at St. Francis University (PA) and her Master of Arts 
in Educational Policy and Leadership at The Ohio State University. Her career 
began as a collegiate Women’s Basketball Coach and evolved into a Workforce 
Development focus. Karen Hewitt is committed to doing the work of creating 
experiences that connect, foster belonging, and curate community. Karen is 
the founder and principal Griot for K Hewitt Consulting and The Culture of 
You. Her areas of expertise are Culture and Diversity Management, Leadership 
Development, Team Building, and Intersectionality.  

Known on stage and in print as Karen Marie, they are a dynamic and 
multifaceted creative force. A published author, poet, singer, and seasoned 
host and performer in both improv and stand-up comedy, Karen’s artistry 
spans genres and mediums. Their powerful voice has echoed from stages like 
Columbus’s historic Lincoln Theatre and the Peggy McConnell Center. Karen’s 
written works reflect a deep commitment to healing, justice, and joy. They are 
the author of Grounded: A Collection of Healing Spoken Word Poetry (2019) 
and Fire: Poetic Memoirs of a Movement (2021), a contributing author for 
the anthology The Black Woman’s Guide to Love and Business (2022), and a 
contributing author in the influential anthology Culture Impact: Strategies to 
Create World-Changing Workplaces (2023). Whether leading workshops, speaking 
in boardrooms, or performing on stage, Karen brings visionary insight, radical 
authenticity, and a joyful presence that invites others into deeper connection, 
with themselves and with each other.

PRODUCTION STAFF BIOS (CON’TD)
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KIRSTEN UPCHURCH* [SHE/HER] (Stage Manager) spends her days as a 
middle school Visual Arts teacher for Imagine Schools in Groveport. Though 
Kirsten has been a professional theatre artist for 30years. Favorite Stage 
Management credits include: Jekyll & Hyde National Tour, Flashdance National 
Tour, Weathervane Playhouse, CATCO (2017-2019), and The Contemporary. Would like 
to thank her husband for making this return to the backstage possible.

SKYLAR KYSER* [SHE/HER] (Assistant Stage Manager) is thrilled to be making 
her return to The Contemporary Theater of Ohio! She received her BA in Theatre 
and African-American & African studies from The Ohio State University. During 
her time there she focused her studies on stage management and worked 
multiple seasons of productions with OSU, as well as numerous Columbus 
community theater productions. Recent credits include Fat Ham and Skeleton 
Crew (The Contemporary Theater of Ohio), the Marquee Awards Showcase 
(Columbus Association for the Performing Arts), and Gruesome Playground 
Injuries (The Sound Company).

*ACTORS’ EQUITY ASSOCIATION (Equity) founded in 1913, is the U.S. labor 
union that represents more than 51,000 professional Actors and Stage Managers. 
Equity fosters the art of live theatre as an essential component of society and 
advances the careers of its members by negotiating wages, improving working 
conditions and providing a wide range of benefits, including health and pension 
plans. Actors’ Equity is a member of the AFL-CIO and is affiliated with FIA, an 
international organization of performing arts unions. #EquityWorks

PRODUCTION STAFF BIOS (CON’TD)
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THE CONTEMPORARY STAFF BIOS 
LEDA HOFFMANN [SHE/HER] (Director and Producing Artistic Director) is 
in her sixth season as The Contemporary’s Producing Artistic Director. The 
Contemporary directing credits include Alice By Heart, Wife of a Salesman, Big 
Fish, Ride the Cyclone, POTUS, 9 to 5, Indecent, Head Over Heels, Mr Burns: a post-
electric play, and An Iliad.  Leda’s work as a director has been seen across the 
country at Milwaukee Rep, Provincetown Theater, Illinois Shakespeare Festival, 
Texas Shakespeare Festival, Door Shakespeare, Milwaukee Chamber Theatre, 
Renaissance Theaterworks, Jedlicka Performing Arts Center, Northbrook Theatre, 
The Alchemist Theatre, Max and Louie Productions, Riverside Theater Iowa City, 
Case Western, Ohio State, and University of Miami. Before moving to Columbus, 
Leda was Artistic Director at Strawdog Theatre Company in Chicago and Leda 
served on Milwaukee Rep’s artistic staff for seven years, working in the Education 
and Literary departments and founding Milwaukee Rep’s Community Engagement 
Department. Leda is a proud graduate of Grinnell College, a former Milwaukee Rep 
directing resident, Hartford Stage apprentice, SDCF Observer and a member of 
Lincoln Center Theater Directors Lab. Upcoming: Primary Trust  
(The Contemporary). www.ledahoffmann.com

STEVE HILLER [HE/HIM] (Education Director) became The Contemporary’s 
education director in April 2023. He has over 15 years experience working in non-
profit with a focus on youth and family programming and development, training 
and leadership and fostering community partnerships. Steve has chaired and 
served on different advisory boards and currently serves as a board member 
for a Columbus non-profit organization. He also has over 10 years of experience 
working in secondary and post-secondary education. Steve was born in Seoul, 
Korea and has lived most of his life in Ohio. He has a bachelor’s degree in 
education from Ohio State and is a buckeye for life. In his free time, Steve enjoys 
playing piano and acoustic guitar, various outdoor activities, trying new foods 
and spending time with family and friends.
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THE CONTEMPORARY STAFF BIOS  (CON’TD)
MAUREEN PENKO [SHE/HER] (Production Manager) is a production manager 
and theatre administrator with a focus on safe, inclusive, and engaging art. She 
brings experience from various organizations throughout Ohio, New York, and 
Vermont. Maureen was born and raised in Northeast Ohio, always enjoying the 
ability to engage with the arts community she has called home. She holds a 
bachelor’s degree in theatre production from Point Park University in Pittsburgh, 
PA. In her free time, Maureen enjoys exploring various libraries, walking, cooking, 
and spending time with her cat, family, and friends.

ALEXA BAKER [SHE/HER] (Marketing Manager) is a Columbus-based multi-
hyphenate artist. She holds a Bachelor of Music degree in Vocal Performance 
from Gettysburg College and a Masters in Classical Vocal Performance from 
the Manhattan School of Music. She is currently on faculty at Ohio Dominican 
University, teaching theatre and acting, and is an active teaching artist. As a 
performer, she has been seen on stage throughout Columbus with companies 
such as The Contemporary Theatre of Ohio, Available Light Theatre, CCT, and 
Actors’ Theatre of Columbus. Prior to moving to Columbus, Alexa was the 
Associate Director of Youth Programs at Steps on Broadway dance studio in New 
York, NY. In addition to her arts background, she was the Events Coordinator for 
two-Michelin Starred restaurant Aquavit and managed social media for brands 
that include Zaftig Brewing Company and The Pennsylvania Horticultural Society.
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Find upcoming performances at  
ColumbusMakesArt.com/Events

ColumbusMakesArt.com
is a project of:

Design | Formation Studio

THEATRE THRIVES
IN COLUMBUS!
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THE CONTEMPORARY DONORS AND SPONSORS 

CORPORATE, FOUNDATION, & GOVERNMENT SUPPORT

We are grateful for every one of the companies and individuals listed below who 
made an investment in our work between July 1, 2024 and June 30, 2025.   

These investments increase The Contemporary’s ability to create transformative 
experiences by telling stories that are relevant to the current moment,  

to inspire empathy across the community for adults and young people alike.  

  $25,000+

Greater Columbus Arts Council

The Shubert Foundation

Ohio Arts Council

The Columbus Foundation

Leona and Rowena Kesler  
Memorial Fund

Helen W. Wildermuth Fund for 
Drama and Music

Ingram-White Castle Foundation

  $10,000–$24,999 

The Robert Weiler Company 

Nationwide

Futurety

Heartland Bank, a division of  
German American Bank

The Kitchen

The Harry C. Moores Foundation  

  $5,000–$9,999

Barbasol Foundation 

Thompson Hine LLP

Edwards Companies

RobinTek

  $2,500–$4,999 

Big Lots

GBQ Holdings, LLC

Kathleen M. Fox, Community Strategy 
Partners, LLC

Columbus Metropolitan Housing 
Authority

Huntington National Bank

What Matters Most with Mindy & 
Mikaela

  Up to $2,500

Kohrman Jackson & Krantz

Roto

Dirty Frank’s Hot Dog Palace

Zuercher Law Firm

AntiShadows

Muth Roofing

Irvin Public Relations

Articulation, LLC

Tasty Dawg

Kroger
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THE CONTEMPORARY DONORS AND SPONSORS 

INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT
  $10,000+

Anonymous

Dr. Jeffrey S Keyes

Blythe Coons

Larry & Donna James 

  $5,000-$9,999

Theodore & Lynn Coons

Rick Neal & Thomas Grote

Robert K. Redfield & Mary K. Yerina

Jay Smith – Connie & Harrison  
Smith, Jr. Fund

Mary K. Lazarus

Pamela Conley 

  $2,500-$4,999

Trip & Lexie Lazarus

Michael & Erika Lamont

Meredith Levine

Kathleen M. Fox and Jacob A. Fitch

Kelly Fuller

Christopher Green

Jeffrey and Wendy Luedke

Edwin Hofmann and Chasity Kilburn

Timothy Wilson

Joseph Wisne and Bridgette Mariea

  $1,000-$2,499

Adrienne M. Williams

Joshua Schonauer

Erin Blue

Drew R Factor

Elaine G. Luttrull

Lee Lochtefeld

Bill Davis

Fred & Howard Fund

Doug and Karen Jennings

Mary M. Filice

Timothy S. Wilson

Ralph and Joan Talmage

Ruth Milligan

Christy and Eric Farnbauch

Richard Moraille

Joseph E. Heimlich and James H. 
Hodnett

Kurt W. Zielenbach

Bill Calvert and Autumn Lemons

Shiloh Todorov

Teresa and Mark Berliner

Ann Collier

Dana Russell

David Campbell

David R. Schooler

Ginni D. Ragan

Joanne Kosanke

Jutta and Tynan Wait

Leda Hoffmann and Katherine Simon

Mark and Mary Barbash

Mary and Dan Gray
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Michele Kothe

Ms. Nancy B. Strause

Nancy W. Verber

Robin and Peter Hersha

Bill Calvert & Autumn Lemons

Dr. Craig & Deb Anderson

  $500-$999

Susan Riley

Erika & Todd Gable

Christine & Mark Dilley

Michelle K. Geissbuhler

Kyle & Malynn Farnbauch

Judith Fortman

Katerina A. Fuller

Mike Davis

Cynthia Snyder

Varun and Monica Mahajan

Joan Campbell and Benson L. Branch

Beth Malchus Stafa

Chad and Melinda Whittington

Christina and Brad Richey

Karen Jones

Jill Luckshin-Hoff & Justin Hoff

Kara Siak & Kellis Waller

Laurie and Tim Moats

Lisa M. Evans

Pamela Springer and Deb Greene

Scott and Heather Lindsey

Debora & Ira Kane  

  $250-$499

Chiquita B. Mullins Lee

Philip & Lisa Kessler

Darci L. Congrove

Martha and James Owens

Steve Markosky

Jason Crouse

Molly Kreuzman

Margaret and William Stadtlander

Amanda Wheeler

Rita J. Trimble

Jeanine Thompson

Acacia L. Duncan

Greg Brun

James B. Ford

Joe Jorgenson

Katherine K. Gerlach

Nick Sheriff

Pam Hill and Michael J. Lorr

Alan Tyson

Dennis M. Kovach

Colin & Stacy A. Coburn

Sylvia A. Garrett

Aaron Grimes

Bob and Tina Fisher

Brad D. Ostroff

Brandon Stewart

Bruce R. Hill

Douglas and Joyce Simson

Edward and Melinda Sadar

Jami Goldstein

THE CONTEMPORARY DONORS AND SPONSORS 

INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT
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THE CONTEMPORARY DONORS AND SPONSORS 

INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT
Jane M. Leiby

Kent and Kathy McIntyre

Mary Pat Martin and Rick Livingston

Patti Orzano

Patty McAvoy

Robert C. Young

Sam and Lori Nahem

Steven and Brenda McCoy

Tony Roseboro

William D. Bundy

  Up to $249

ALauren Muscott and Joshua Cartee

Brad A. Myers and Steve M. Rowlands

Meredith Liepelt

Stanley Durkin and Madeline Shaw

Teri Clark Linden

Jacqueline B. Pasternack

Aaron Brown

Anne M. Paschall

Bill and Chris Logan

Dennis Papp and Jennifer Stump

Melissa Brinkerhoff

William and Agnes Martin

Nana Babic

Anne M. Wilson

Beverly Vogeley

Veronica M. Leahy

Kimber Perfect

Cortney Porter

Dale T. Masel and Roberto McClin

Dan Foote

Elizabeth Watters

Gayle and Vince Herried

Jean Cackowski

Kaitlin A. Ingram

Kathryn Haller and Jeffrey L. Johnson

Katy Coy

Laurie A. Kopec and Mark Vonder Haar

Lindsey and Kevin Dunleavy

Nancy Brownell

Nancy Recchie

Sally A. Wood and David J. Long

Julianne P. Donofrio

Rosalind Collins

Robert and Mary Rayburn

Brent Hazelton

Beth A. Graham

Alison Barret

Barbara Wooldridge

Dwayne Todd and Steve Crawford

Jaime Frankle

Lesa M. Holstine

Robyn M. Davis

Vicki Rager Colon

William J. Balderaz

Trevor Warren

David L. Woodyard

Brenda J. Stearns and Linda K. Meadows

Bruce Storts

Bryan M. Griffith

Jaclyn Hughes

Jacqueline Davis

Jeffrey Ramm and Neal Hauschild
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THE CONTEMPORARY DONORS AND SPONSORS 

INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT
Jim Rubino and Carol Cruickshank

John A. DeSando

Joseph and Johanna Meara

Karen and Frank Martens

Kathy Goldberg

Kerri and Paul Mollard

Linda Zuby

Mary Lorance

Matthew Morgan

Max and Francine Buban

Phillip Wells

Rachel Cordray

Ralph Giles

Richard and Sheri Swisshelm

Rick Hole

Samantha R. Rubino

Sharelle Buyer

Tracy E. Tyson

Janet Chen and Rick Buchanan

Jeanne Estridge

James & Sue Farmer

Joyce & George Millman

Laurie and George Haenszel

Laurie and Robert Fulford

Lisa and George Rovner

Loren E. Bucek and Carol A. Kane

Margaret & George Steele

Patricia A. Moss

Kathleen and Michael Wesley

Jed and Jane Sonstroem

Denise Brenner

Amy and Jeremy Baskes

April Olt

Bambi Vargo

Jana Maldonado

Jennie Arnold

Kimberlee Goodman

Matt & Kris Puskarich

Alexandra Baker

Angela Firestine

Anna Blake

Anonymous

Ashley Scott

Charles J. Eyen and Sherry Z. Crawford-
Eyen

Cheryl A. Lubow

Christopher Geidner

Ellen and Chuck Weiden

Jason and Kate Blake

Jennifer J. Gardner

Joseph Pimmel

Kristie K. Vuocolo

Kristina Stuecher

Margaret A. Nivins

Mia Martin

Nancy Evans

Nancy and Bruce Meyer

Philip and Sheryl Heit

Scott Clay

Steven Hillyer

Yvonne Cradden
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THE CONTEMPORARY DONORS AND SPONSORS 

INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT
Terry Kennedy Mancini

Patricia Moss

Carol Argiro

Christy Tolar

Ellen R. Rapkin

Lauren Emond

Lauren Mangini

Lisa Kollins

Nikki McCarthy

Tracey Walterbusch

Erica Frisch and Megan Real

Michele Bailey

Tonya C. Kraner

Anne Boninsegna

Catherine M. Jacobs

Jan and Steven Stone

Kim Cummings

Lynn Hoover

Marchelle Jackson

Martha S. Mazak

Ryan McHenry

Theresa Hammonds

Vivek Yang and Wan-Chun Chao

Anonymous Fund of The Columbus 
Foundation

Marilyn R. Smith

Kathryn and Kevin McIntyre

Aleksandra Lee

Daria P. Brashear

Jessica Guerrero

Mary K. Dean

Sandra and Caesar Guarderas

Virginia Fahys

Christine Moranda and Jane E. Russell

Lisa and Jason Dolin

Jennifer Thornton

Aby Lawson

Amy Goodwin

Ann M. Carbonell

Audrey L. Brill

Beth Houck

Corey M. Green

Jacob Holycross

Jessie Glover

Kristin L. Schaub

Pierluigi Bonello

Shara B. Bailey

Tom and Ellen Lemberger

James E. Fisher

Adrienne Deaton

Havanna S. Schmalenberger

James E. Questel

Kathleen S. Hertert

Payten A. Romig

Stephanie Pyser

Adam P. Bunnell

Any errors or omissions are unintentional. We are grateful for every  
investment in our work. Please email development@thecontemporaryohio.org  

to report any errors or omissions.
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This season, we are reinvesting in our promise to inspire 
change with contemporary stories.

Your investment in The Contemporary allows us to:

•	 Produce contemporary stories that  
inspire empathy,

•	 Spark change and fuel the academic, social, and 
emotional growth of young people,

•	 Employ more than 100 actors, directors, designers, 
technicians, and artist educators each season – 
with strong ties to central Ohio; and

•	 Be a vital space where creativity thrives, empathy 
grows, and conversations happen.

As a nonprofit organization, we depend on 
additional investments and contributions 
from you, our loyal ticket buyers.

Thank you for standing with us and 
believing in the power of local theatre.

S U PP O RT
THEATRE

LIVE



25

Visit us online at Heartland.Bank
#BankLocal
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The Columbus Foundation 

celebrates organizations 

like The Contemporary 
Theatre of Ohio that bring 

vibrancy and innovative 

shape to our community 

through the arts.

columbusfoundation.org
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We make it a priority to help the communities 
where our associates, members and partners 
live and work. That’s why Nationwide is proud 
to support The Contemporary Theatre of Ohio.

Learn more at:

More than  
a business®

Nationwide, the Nationwide N and Eagle, Nationwide is on your side and More than a business are 
service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. © 2023 Nationwide CPO-1959AO (10/23)

nationwide.com/corporatecitizenship
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We gratefully acknowledge 
our season sponsors and supporters!

Season Support

Production Support Provided by:

The Edwards Companies
Sylvia A. Garrett & Associates

Media and Advertising Partners

PRIMARY
TRUST APR 23

–MAY 10BY EBONI BOOTH

Supporting Sponsors

Pay What You Want Sponsor Presenting Sponsor

Larry & 
Donna James

Scan the QR code, call 614-469-0939  
or visit TheContemporaryOhio.org 

SEASON
2025-26

Join us for a celebration 
of community and 
belonging featuring 
Founding Artistic 
Director Geoffrey Nelson
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TheContemporaryOhio.org

                SEASON
2026-27

  SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
For season tickets, scan the  
QR code, call 614-469-0939  
or visit TheContemporaryOhio.org 

Subscribers get the first choice of 
seats at the best price and support the 

theatre year round. Subscriptions start 
at $199 for all four shows. Join us!

FEB 25
–MAR 14

BY KIMBERLEY BELFLOWER
DIRECTED BY LEDA HOFFMANN

SEP 17–
OCT 4

BOOK BY DIABLO CODY
MUSIC BY ALANIS MORISSETTE AND GLEN BALLARD
DIRECTED BY LEDA HOFFMANN

BOOK BY DIABLO CODY
MUSIC BY ALANIS MORISSETTE AND GLEN BALLARD
DIRECTED BY LEDA HOFFMANN

NOV 
5–22

BY JONATHAN SPECTOR
DIRECTED BY ALLIE MOSS

APR 29
–MAY 16

BOOK BY JEFF AUGUSTIN
MUSIC BY THE BENGSONS
DIRECTED BY DAVID J. GLOVER

BOOK BY JEFF AUGUSTIN
MUSIC BY THE BENGSONS
DIRECTED BY DAVID J. GLOVER


