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We seek to inspire a community of empathy and 
have a responsibility to recognize the ways in which 

we benefit from colonization, both historical and 
ongoing. A Land Acknowledgement is a formal 

statement that recognizes and respects Indigenous 
Peoples as traditional stewards of this land and 
celebrates the resilience and strength that all 
Indigenous people have shown worldwide.

We acknowledge that in Central Ohio, we are on the 
traditional homelands of the Shawnee, Potawatomi, 

Delaware, Miami, Peoria, Seneca, Wyandotte, Ojibwe, 
and Cherokee Indigenous nations who have strong 
ties to these lands. Today, individuals from a broad 

range of Indigenous backgrounds call Columbus and 
central Ohio home.

We recognize generations who contributed their 
traditions, hopes, and spirit to make the history that 
led to this moment. While some have lived on this 
land for more generations than can be counted, 
others arrived here hoping for a better life, while 

others were forcibly taken and brought here against 
their will. The acknowledgment of the truth of these 

realities is critical to building mutual respect and 
connection.

C A T C O ’ S  L A N D 
A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T



3

ColumbusMakesArt.com
#artmakescbus
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“I have learned not to be afraid of the dark places, but to write about them and to 
share with the world that you can overcome. The Columbus arts community is so diverse 
and always thriving. I am inspired by so many young people in this community who are 
truly dedicated to their art and always striving to grow and go deeper and soar higher.” 
 I am Barbara Fant, poetry is my art and there’s no place I’d rather make it. 

Learn more about Barbara’s story and other Columbus artists, performances, 
exhibitions, concerts, public art and more at ColumbusMakesArt.com.

GCAC.org

Supporting and advancing 
the arts and cultural fabric 
of Columbus.
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Thank you for joining us for School 
Girls; Or, the African Mean Girls Play! 
We are thrilled to be sharing Jocelyn 
Bioh’s beautiful and dynamic play with 
Columbus. Under the leadership of director 
Shanelle Marie, we’ve been able to bring 
together Columbus artists from a variety 
of artistic disciplines - visual art, music, 
fashion, dance, and of course, theatre - to 
create this production.

CATCO’s work this season is all about 
community. We believe storytelling 
grounded in the current moment sparks 
joy and connection, building a community 
of empathy.

This play asks us to empathize with each 
other and with ourselves. It’s a play about 
girlhood, friendship, and most of all, 
about loving yourself. As we celebrate 
and investigate the joys and struggles 
of girlhood, here specifically at an elite 
boarding school in Ghana in the 80s, we 
ask you to connect the themes in this play  
to your life now. How can we build a world 
where people can be their true selves?

We have found great joy creating this 
play and it is our great hope that this play 
brings you joy as we revel in the power of 
storytelling. In these difficult and uncertain 
times, thank you for joining us at the 

theatre. We are so grateful to all of you for 
your support as we safely come together 
to tell stories.

We hope you can join us for the rest of our 
season: Luchadora!, Head Over Heels, and 
the world premiere of Prima Donna. More 
information can be found at catco.org. 

Thank you for joining us for this story and 
your support of CATCO.

A NOTE FROM CATCO’S  

ARTISTIC & EXECUTIVE  
DIRECTORS

Leda Hoffmann, Artistic Director (photo left) and Christy Farnbauch, Executive Director 
(photo right). Photo by Purple Star Photography

Greetings!

Leda Hoffmann
Executive Director

Christy L. Farnbauch
Artistic Director
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Dr. Krista Hazen, President
Ed Hofmann, Vice President

Josh Halter, Treasurer
Joshua Schonauer, Secretary

Donna J. Anderson
Brent Badger
Teri Berliner

Sonya M. Brown
Blythe Coons
Steven Fields

Kathleen M. Fox
Sylvia Garrett

Michael C. Griffaton
John Hart

Andy House
Dr. Jeff S. Keyes

Alexa Konstantinos
Brad Richey

Michael V. Wible

C A T C O  S T A F F
 

Leda Hoffmann, Artistic Director
Christy Farnbauch, Executive Director

Aleesha Nash, Marketing Director
Francine Marchelle, Education Director

Tony Koehler, Production Manager
Tabitha Abney, Costume Coordinator
Christopher Austin, Casting Director

Julia Kelley, House Manager
Sarah Mills Bacha, Press Representative

 
C A T C O / C A P A  

A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  S T A F F
 

Barbara Markus, Director of Development
Beth Graham, Annual Fund Manager
Amanda Wheeler, Grants Manager 

Rhea Shaffer, Director of Ticketing
Allison Walker, Shared Services Ticketing Specialist 

Michael Daniels, Senior Accountant
Hillary Thompson, Director of Human Resources

Lauren Paxton, Human Resources Manager
Rachel Scherrer, Human Resources Coordinator

Chris Wallace, Payroll & Benefits Accountant

Christy L. Farnbauch
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SEASON SUPPORT 

SCHOOL GIRLS; OR, THE AFRICAN MEAN GIRLS PLAY is presented by special arrangement 
with Dramatists Play Service, Inc., New York.

World Premiere at the MCC Theater, October 16, 2017 (Robert LuPone, Bernard Telsey, 
& William Cantler, Artistic Directors; Blake West, Executive Director)

Originally developed as part of The New Black Fest at The Lark, 2016 Additional development as part of the MCC Theater PlayLabs series, 2016

“The Greatest Love Of All” 
By Linda Creed and Michael Masser 

Used by Permission of EMI Gold Horizon Music Corporation; EMI Golden Torch Music Corporation 
All rights reserved.

We are grateful for the generous financial support from White Castle and PNC specifically for this production, and continuing support from our season 
sponsors.

The videotaping or other video or audio recording of this production is strictly prohibited.

SET DESIGNER
Lisa McLymont

LIGHTING DESIGNER
Darin Keesings

PROPS DESIGNER
Brooklyn Sabino Smith

DIALECT COACH and
CULTURAL CONSULTANT

Mukwae Wabei Siyolwe

STAGE MANAGER
Kirsten Upchurch*

PRODUCTION MANAGER
Tony Koehler

COSTUME DESIGNER
Esther Sands

SOUND DESIGNER
Dial lo Wilkerson

MUSIC DIRECTOR
Noelle Anderson

MOVEMENT COACH
Kerri Garrett

ASSISTANT STAGE MANAGER
Becky Barger Amato

TECHNICAL DIRECTOR
Isaac Steinhour

DIRECTOR
Shanelle Marie

by Jocelyn Bioh

presents

Supporting
sponsors:
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C A S T
Kerri Garrett*.............................................................................................. Paulina Sarpong
Lisa Glover......................................................................................................... Ericka Boafo
Taylor Nelson....................................................................................................................Ama
Shauna Marie...................................................................................................................Nana
Jacinda Forbes..............................................................................................................Mercy
Sermontee Brown........................................................................................................... Gifty
Wilma Hatton....................................................................................Headmistress Francis
Anita Davis................................................................................................ Eloise Amponsah
Latifat Sulaimon........................ Understudy: Paulina, Ama, Nana, Mercy, and Gifty

P R O D U C T I O N  S T A F F
Director............................................................................................................Shanelle Marie
Music Director............................................................................................Noelle Anderson
Set Designer..................................................................................................Lisa McLymont
Costume Designer...........................................................................................Esther Sands
Dialect Coach............................................................................... Mukwae Wabei Siyolwe
Movement Coach............................................................................................Kerri Garrett*
Lighting Designer........................................................................................Darin Keesings
Sound Designer......................................................................................... Diallo Wilkerson
Props Designer..............................................................................Brooklyn Sabino Smith
Stage Manager.......................................................................................Kirsten Upchurch*
Assistant Stage Manager................................................................Becky Barger Amato
Master Electrician.............................................................................. Rowan Winterwood
Master Electrician......................................................................................Brendan Michna
Wardrobe................................................................................................ Delaney Althauser
Costume Coordinator..................................................................... Tabitha “Tabi” Abney
Production Manager.......................................................................................Tony Koehler
Technical Director....................................................................................... Isaac Steinhour

Scenic Build by Columbus Children’s Theatre

S P E C I A L  T H A N K S
AEP, Edith Dinger Watkins, Dave Wallingford 

*Member of Actors’ Equity Association   
Actors’ Equity Association, founded in 1913, represents more than 51,000 professional 
Actors and Stage Managers nationwide. Equity seeks to foster the art of live theatre as an 
essential component of society and advances the careers of its members by negotiating 
wages, improving working conditions and providing a wide range of benefits, including 

health and pension plans. Actors’ Equity is a member of the AFL-CIO and is affiliated with FIA, an 
international organization of performing arts unions.
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KERRI GARRETT* [She/Her/Hers] 
(Paulina Sarpong) is an 
interdisciplinary artist from Columbus, 
Ohio, based out of Atlanta, Georgia. A 
Clark Atlanta University alumnus, she 
intertwines the art forms of dance, film, 
and fashion to create compelling 
narratives about the black experience. 
From stage to screen, Kerri can be seen 
on multiple platforms showcasing her 
acting abilities. Some of her theatrical 
credits include Sorry About That 
(written by Nina Lee, Zae Jordan, and 
Javier Williams), 360 Degrees of 
Blackness (directed by Melissa 
Alexander), Salt City: An Afro-futuristic 
Choreopoem (directed by Aku 
Kadogo), and Hand’s Up (directed by 
Keith Bolden). A trained dancer, Kerri 
has studied at Theatre Street Dance 
Academy, Spelman Dance Theatre, and 
Staib Dance. Her choreography credits 
include For Colored Girls Who Have 
Considered Suicide When the Rainbow 
is Enuf and God’s Trombones (directed 
by Eric J. Little) at Clark Atlanta 
University. In 2020, Kerri was University 
of West Georgia’s Guest Artist and 
choreographed Songs for a New World 
(directed by Jonathan Kitt) for their fall 
musical. Recently, Kerri starred as 
Frieda/Darlene in Synchronicity 
Theatre’s theatrical production of The 
Bluest Eye.

LISA GLOVER [She/Her/Hers] 
(Ericka Boafo) is excited to be making 
her CATCO debut as Erika in School 
Girls! She is a local singer/songwriter 
and you can find her music on 
YouTube, Tiktok, and more! Some of 

her favorite theatre credits include 
Deena Jones (Dreamgirls), Anita 
(West Side Story), Whathermame 
(American Idiot), and Brooke/Vicki  
(Noises Off). Lisa studied dance at the 
Dayton Academy of Gymnastics and 
Dance and received acting training 
under the late Melissa Montague.  
 
TAYLOR NELSON [She/They] (Ama), 
made her acting debut in ArtPrize 
2009 with RabbitMitten USA!. Since 
that time, Taylor went on to study 
Black and Africana Studies at Denison 
University. She was seen in the 
Association of University Women’s 
#StandUpToSexism campaign, and 
recently had an appearance in the 
indie film Poser at the TriBeCa Film 
Festival. Taylor was featured as Ann 
Johnson in Actors’ Theatre of 
Columbus performance of The African 
Company Presents Richard III. She will 
be playing Ama and is excited to show 
the earnest struggles of black 
girlhood.

SHAUNA MARIE [She/Her/Hers] 
(Nana) is a local theatre human. She is 
very fortunate to get to do fun things 
on stage with other humans. The last 
thing she did on stage with other 
humans was Mr. Burns, a post-electric 
play with CATCO and before that a 
musical called Ain’t Misbehavin’ with 
Trinity Theatre Company. She is so 
happy and grateful to be back with 
her CATCO theatre fam making art!

JACINDA FORBES [She/They] (Mercy)  
is a senior at The Ohio State University 

C A S T  B I O S 
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studying Theatre and Strategic 
Communications. She was involved in 
Off the Lake Productions of She Kills 
Monsters and 9 to 5: The Musical, as 
well as Ohio State’s Department of 
Theatre’s Her Naked Skin and Legally 
Blonde: The Musical. She is excited 
and grateful to be back on stage!

SERMONTEE BROWN [She/Her/Hers] 
(Gifty) This is Sermontee Brown’s first 
CATCO production but not her first 
time performing. She started dancing 
when she was three years old. 
Sermontee is a dancer, singer, 
producer, actress, and recently an 
up-and-coming model. At the age of 
25, she’s ready to spread her wings 
and show the world her many talents. 
This is her first play in 4 years and 
she’s very excited to get back to her 
roots and hopes you enjoy the show. 
She would like to give a special 
shoutout to her friends, family, and 
everyone for continuing to support her. 
Break a Leg!

WILMA HATTON [She/Her/Hers] 
(Headmistress Francis) has been part 
of the Columbus theatre community 
for over twenty-five years. She has 
enjoyed productions such as Company 
and Curtains! with Gallery Players, 
Hairspray with Weathervane 
Playhouse, A Raisin in the Sun with 
SRO Theater,  How We got On and 
several other productions with 
Available Light Theater, and Ma 
Rainey’s Black Bottom with Short 
North Stage.  Most recently she 
performed in The African Company 
presents Richard the Third with Actors 
Theatre of Columbus. Wilma has done 

several commercials, short films, and 
staged readings.  She is more than 
delighted to be performing in this 
production of School Girls; or the 
African Mean Girls Play.!!! When not 
performing, she works as a tech/
secretary for OhioHealth.  She is 
definitely blessed by the Best! Enjoy 
the show!!!!!!

LATIFAT SULAIMON [She/Her/Hers] 
(Understudy: Paulina, Ama, Nana, 
Mercy, and Gifty) is currently pursuing 
a Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree in 
Communications of Technology with a 
Dance Minor at The Ohio State 
University. Recent credits include 
Swing for Judy, Joan and Alicia in 
Small Mouth Sounds, (Southern Plain 
Productions), 80s College student in 
Wheat Germ (Netflix), and Ama in 
School Girls; Or, The African Mean Girls 
Play (Westerville South). Nominated in 
2019 for Gifted in Visual and 
Performing Arts Drama.



11

JOCELYN BIOH [She/Her/Hers]  
(Playwright) is an award-winning 
Ghanaian-American writer and 
performer from New York City. 
Her plays include SCHOOL GIRLS; 
OR, THE AFRICAN MEAN GIRLS 
PLAY (Kilroy’s List, 2016; CTG; MCC 
Theater; Lortel Award Winner; OCC 
John Gardner Award Winner; Hull-
Warriner Award Winner; Drama 
Desk Nomination; Drama League 
Nomination; Off-Broadway Alliance 
nomination), NOLLYWOOD DREAMS 
(Cherry Lane Mentor Project, 2017; 
Kilroy’s List, 2015), and AFRICAN 
AMERICANS (Produced at Howard 
University, 2015; Southern Rep Ruby 
Prize Award Finalist, 2011; O’Neill 
Center Semifinalist, 2012). Jocelyn 
conceived and wrote the libretto 
for THE LADYKILLER’S LOVE STORY 
(music and lyrics by CeeLo Green) and 
GODDESS (book writer). She has also 
been a staff writer for the Netflix TV 
shows “Russian Doll” and Spike Lee’s 
“She’s Gotta Have It.” Jocelyn received 
her MFA in Theatre/Playwriting from 
Columbia University. She is under 
commission with Manhattan Theatre 
Club, Williamstown Theatre Festival, 
Second Stage, and Atlantic Theater 
Company, and is a resident playwright 
at LCT3. As an actress, Jocelyn’s credits 
include: IN THE BLOOD (Signature 
Theatre; Drama Desk nomination, 
Best Featured Actress), EVERYBODY 
(Signature Theatre; Lucille Lortel Award 
nomination, Best Supporting Actress, 
2017), MEN ON BOATS (Clubbed 
Thumb at Playwrights Horizons), THE 

CURIOUS INCIDENT OF THE DOG IN 
THE NIGHT-TIME (Broadway; Tony 
Award Winner for Best Play, 2015), 
AN OCTOROON (Soho Rep; Obie 
Award Winner for Best Play, 2014), 
BOOTY CANDY (Wilma Theater), SEED 
(Classical Theatre of Harlem; AUDELCO 
Award Nominee), and MARCUS; OR 
THE SECRET OF SWEET (City Theatre). 
She also originated the role of “Topsy” 
in the world premiere of NEIGHBORS 
(The Public Theater; AUDELCO Award 
Nominee). FILM/TV acting credits 
include: “Ben is Back” (Black Bear 
Pictures), “Russian Doll” (Netflix) “Blue 
Bloods” (CBS), “The Detour” (TBS), 
“The Characters” (Netflix), “Louie” (FX), 
and “One Life to Live” (ABC).

SHANELLE MARIE [She/Her/Hers]  
(Director) is delighted to work with 
CATCO again after directing Water 
Gun Song in Short Plays Toward an 
Antiracist Tomorrow and as a performer 
in Home. Previously, she was the 
assistant director of The Color Purple 
with State of the Arts Productions, 
and a frequent artistic collaborator 
and board member of the Maroon Arts 
Group. Her favorite moments on stage 
include performing for Ruby Dee, Ruth 
in A Raisin in the Sun, Marrell in This 
with Available Light Theatre, and as a 
TEDx Columbus Women speaker. She 
credits her first acting teacher as her 
beloved grandmother, who would bring 
Paul Lawrence Dunbar’s poetry to life. 

NOELLE ANDERSON (Music Director)  
A Columbus native, Noelle Anderson 

P R O D U C T I O N  S T A F F  B I O S
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has been a professional performer for 
over 20 years as a singer, musician, 
and actor. Currently, she works as 
Shadowbox Live’s Vocal Director, as 
well as the Director of Data Systems. 
Some of her favorite past roles include 
Maureen in Rent and Simon Zealot in 
Jesus Christ Superstar.  An avid nerd, 
she spends her spare time improving 
her computer programming skills and 
playing with her adorable Jack Russell 
Terrier, Archie.

MUKWAE WEBEI SIYOLWE [She/Her/
Hers] (Dialect Coach) “Mukwae”, is a 
real-life Princess Wabei of Barotseland, 
southern Africa, and specializes in 
coaching performance that includes 
accents, dialects, acting, and script 
consultation. Trained in dialects with 
Patsy Rodenburg, professional credits 
as a producer, director, and actor 
include Oscar™ nominated film Cry 
Freedom (Universal), Mass (Barbican 
Centre), and The Island (Best of 
Pittsburgh). Mukwae is a fellow of 
the South African Screenwriters Lab 
(SCRAWL), Sundance Institute, and a 
member of Actors’ Equity and ASCAP. 

KIRSTEN UPCHURCH* [She/Her/
Hers] (Stage Manager) has worked 
in the theatre profession for over 
20yrs. Kirsten is an Ohio native, she 
started her career early as a high 
school apprentice with Weathervane 
Playhouse in Newark. Kirsten moved 
on to receive her BFA from Texas 
Christian University and her MFA in 
Theatre Performance from Florida 
Atlantic University. Kirsten has 
worked as a professional actress, 
director, stage manager, production 

manager, educator, and artistic director 
throughout her career. Favorite credits 
include directing Billy Elliot The Musical 
at Weathervane Playhouse, Skinny and 
A Christmas Schooner at CATCO, Stage 
Managing Fun Home, Holmes and 
Watson, and Baskerville at CATCO, and 
serving as Production Stage Manager 
for the National Tours of Jekyll & Hyde 
(2014-15) and Flashdance (2015-16 
+New Zealand). Kirsten is a member 
of the Actor’s Equity Association, and 
is very humbled and honored to be 
returning to CATCO for this production.

BECKY BARGER AMATO [She/Her/
Hers] (Assistant Stage Manager) is 
a graduate of Capital University with 
her BA in Theatre Studies. Previous 
theatre experience includes working 
with Gallery Players, CCT, Evolution, 
NPAC, PCT, LCP, Williamstown Theatre 
Festival, and Weathervane Playhouse. 
This is her 5th production with CATCO. 
In her free time Becky enjoys playing 
her clarinet, euphonium, and any other 
instrument she can get her hands on. 
She would like to thank her family and 
friends for all of their support!

LISA MCLYMONT [She/Her/Hers] (Set 
Designer) is a multidisciplinary artist, 
graphic designer, and social justice 
advocate. Lisa’s art is mainly expressed 
through drawing and painting. While 
creating work that connects past 
and future worlds, she welcomes the 
curiosity to explore many directions 
knowing that each new experience 
provides insight. Lisa has two ongoing 
portrait series, “The Universe Tribe” 
and “The Odes”, focused on nuances 
within identity and inspired by the 
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powerful communicative styles 
of protest posters and dreamy 
expressionism.

Driven to affect the world in a positive 
way, Lisa’s art encourages others to 
know the power in collaboratively 
seeking change. She overcomes 
anxieties about the unrest in the 
world through a meditative process 
of making and taking time to view 
concepts at myopic levels. 

Lisa was born in Manhattan, NY, 
and has called Columbus, Ohio 
home since the age of ten. Formally 
educated in graphic design and visual 
communications at The Ohio State 
University, McLymont’s career as a self-
taught, multi-disciplinary artist started 
in 2009 and has included forays into 
drawing, painting, mural crafting, 
sculpting, and jewelry designing. 
In all of her art, Lisa leads with her 
inspiration found through research and 
the process of making. She is currently 
a member of the Columbus Public Art 
Commission, Maroon Arts Group, and 
is Black, Out, and Proud.

DARIN KEESING [He/Him/His] 
(Lighting Designer) is thrilled to 

be working with CATCO again. Past 
CATCO credits include scenery for I Do! 
I Do! and An Act of God and lighting 
for Fun Home, Baskerville, Mothers, 
and Sons, Master Class, The Final Table, 
Souvenir, and The Seafarer. Other 
Columbus area credits include designs 
for Available Light, Weathervane, CCT, 
SRO, and Phoenix Theatre for Children. 
Darin is a Professor of Design and 
Production at Wittenberg University.

ESTHER SANDS [She/Her/Hers] 
(Costume Designer) is a Ghanaian 
American designer. Early exposure 
to diverse cultures in film and art as 
a child helped shape a love of stories 
and fashion. As her passion and 
curiosity for learning grew, she became 
self-taught through observation, 
experimentation, and practice.

As an adolescent, she would sit in 
the market, watching cobblers and 
seamstresses work and craft. After 
relocating to the United States as a 
teen, Esther became exposed to the 
creative aesthetics of cosplay. A way 
to bring stories from movies, anime, 
and video games to life through 
character interpretation. 
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Her work is filled with cultural, 
traditional, movie, and anime 
inspirations.  She believes we are all 
heroes of our own cinematic universes 
and what we wear every day is an 
interpretation of where we’ve been, 
where we are, where we are going, 
and of our life experiences. Clothing 
can be a representation of self and 
individuality.

BROOKLYN SABINO SMITH (Props 
Designer) is a designer based between 
Ohio and California. This is her first 
show with CATCO. After graduating 
from Columbia University with a 
degree in Anthropology, she turned 
her sights to law and fashion blogging! 
Her alias is  @la_plebeianne, feel free 
to follow!

ROWAN WINTERWOOD [She/
Her/Hers] (Master Electrician) is a 
designer, technician, stage manager, 
and occasional actor and director. 
She holds a dual degree in cognitive 
and linguistic sciences and theatre 
studies from Wellesley College, where 
she was a member of the Wellesley 
College Shakespeare Society. She is 
an ensemble member of the Actors’ 
Theatre of Columbus, where recent 
credits include Romeo & Juliet (stage 
manager), Mystery-Bouffe (director, 
staged reading), and A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream (soundboard operator). 
Recent CATCO credits include sound 
design for Babe and The Christmas 
Schooner, and lighting design for 
Sunshine.

DELANEY ALTHAUSER [She/Her/
Hers] (Wardrobe) is a senior at The 

Ohio State University (OSU) majoring 
in Theatre with a Fashion Retail minor. 
She has worked as Wardrobe Head 
on multiple productions with OSU 
including Red Velvet and In the Next 
Room. She recently was awarded the 
Undergraduate Excellence Award for 
Creative Activity from the Department 
of Theatre, Film, and Media Arts. Her 
favorite costumes to work with are 
historical ones, specifically the mid to 
late 1800’s styles. Delaney is excited to 
continue her first season with CATCO 
as she begins her career in professional 
theatre.

TABITHA “TABI” ABNEY [She/Her/
Hers] (Costume Coordinator) is an 
independent costume designer and 
wardrobe supervisor/stylist. She 
received her education at the Art 
Institute of Philadelphia. She moved 
to Columbus in 2010 for a fresh start 
in a new place. Fashion is always 
at the heart of what she does, and 
her love for it has taken her on an 
incredible journey. While working with 
several Columbus-based independent 
filmmakers, she discovered a love for 
costume design and a passion for 
bringing characters to life through 
clothing. Her aptitude for quick 
thinking on the spot and problem 
solving has given her the nickname 
“Miracle Worker” on any set where 
she’s worked. Her motto for life is: 
“We’ll Make It Work.” She resides in 
Groveport, OH with her partner Mark 
and youngest son, Daniel.

TONY KOEHLER [He/Him/His] 
(Production Manager) is a teaching 
artist, actor, director, and designer. 
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Most recently, he served as the 
production manager at GALA Hispanic 
Theatre and as a teaching artist at 
The Theatre Lab School of Dramatic 
Arts, both located  in Washington, 
D.C. Other positions include properties 
master at The Folger Shakespeare 
Theatre and theatre credits at 
Constellation Theatre Company 
and Rainbow Theater Project in 
Washington, D.C., as well as Piven 
Theatre Workshop, Redmoon Theatre, 
and Northwestern University in 
Chicago. A graduate of the University 
of Kentucky with a BA in theatre, 
he has received numerous awards 
including a 2019 Helen Hayes Award 
for Best Musical and Best Ensemble. 
He has also earned Broadway World’s 
2019 regional award for Best Musical 
in the Small Professional Theatre 
Category for FAME: The Musical, and 
a 2017 Helen Hayes Award for the 
Spanish language premiere of In the 
Heights. In addition to his theatre 
background, he also has several years 
of business management experience as 
an operational manager at J.Crew.

ISAAC STEINHOUR [He/Him/His] 
(Technical Director) is a graduate 
of Ohio Northern University with a 
bachelor’s degree in International 
Theatre Production, Musical Theatre, 
and French. While in the theatre 
department, he focused on Technical 
Direction studying under the former 
Technical Director of the Goodman 
Theatre in Chicago. He worked as the 
resident lighting and sound designer 
at Findlay High School for ten years 
and the resident technical director 

and scenic designer at The Findlay 
YouTheatre for four years. He moved 
to Columbus five years ago with the 
love of his life, Michelle, and started 
as the Technical Director at Columbus 
Children’s Theatre in August of 2018. 
He and his wife just recently had their 
first child, a daughter.  In addition to 
running the scene shop at CCT, Isaac 
also frequently serves as a sound 
and projection designer and teaches 
production classes. Isaac is honored to 
be working with the amazing team on 
this production.
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Track your impact and 
feel good when you 

reach $10. Feel GREAT 
at $100. Go ahead and 
flip out when you hit 

$1,000.

The Feels
Spread the word 

about the cause you 
love. Friends can help 
you make an impact. 
Cheer each other on.

Social Fun
Shop the brands 

you love or discover 
hidden gems at over 
1,500 retailers. Save 

big with special deals 
and promotions.

Shopping Perks

Give For Free
Whenever You Buy Stuff Online

Givevia.com/charities/catcophoenix-inc
Join & Start Impacting               For Free:
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A D D I T I O N A L  S T A F F  B I O S 

LEDA HOFFMANN [She/Her/Hers]  
(Artistic Director) is in her second 
season as CATCO’s Artistic Director. 
CATCO directing credits include Mr. 
Burns, a post-electric play, An Iliad, 
the reading of George and the Hidden 
Dragon, and the virtual production 
of A Columbus Christmas Carol.  
Previously, Leda was Artistic Director 
at Strawdog Theatre Company in 
Chicago. Before that, Leda served 
on Milwaukee Rep’s artistic staff for 
seven years, working in the Education 
and Literary departments and 
founding Milwaukee Rep’s Community 
Engagement Department. Also in 
Milwaukee, as the Artistic Director of 
Luminous Theatre, Leda produced and 
directed site-specific productions of 
Mr. Burns, a post-electric play, and The 
Penelopiad. Leda’s work as a director 
has been seen across the country at 
Milwaukee Rep, Illinois Shakespeare 
Festival, Texas Shakespeare Festival, 
University of Miami, Door Shakespeare, 
Milwaukee Chamber Theatre, 
Renaissance Theaterworks, Jedlicka 
Performing Arts Center, Northbrook 
Theatre, The Alchemist Theatre, Max 
and Louie Productions, and Riverside 
Theater Iowa City. Leda has also 
been a teaching artist for over ten 
years, directing youth and teaching 
with Hartford Stage, Milwaukee Rep, 
Mudlark Theater, Northbrook Park 
District, and Skyline Studios. Leda is 
a proud graduate of Grinnell College, 
a former Milwaukee Rep directing 
resident, Hartford Stage apprentice, 
SDCF Observer, and a member of 
Lincoln Center Theater Directors Lab. 
www.ledahoffmann.com

CHRISTY FARNBAUCH [She/Her/Hers]  
(Executive Director) became CATCO’s 
executive director in April 2020. She 
is a highly respected leader in central 
Ohio’s arts and cultural sector, as well 
as nationwide. Her professional journey 
has included managing funding and 
programs for the Ohio Arts Council, 
building community partnerships 
for Hilliard City Schools, managing a 
first-of-its-kind national study of jazz 
audiences, and serving as executive 
director of an association for women 
business owners. She founded her 
consulting business in 2006 to support 
nonprofits and small businesses 
through strategic planning, board 
development, and fundraising. Her 
entrepreneurial and innovative mindset 
has led to the creative transformation 
of organizations while strengthening 
their governance structures. Christy 
holds degrees from Otterbein 
University in music performance and 
business administration.

ALEESHA NASH [She/Her/Hers]  
(Marketing Director), a Columbus 
native, who has experience in theatre 
and film directing; play and television 
writing; and theatre marketing, 
previously oversaw audience 
development at The Flea Theater in 
New York City. Before that, she worked 
in marketing roles for Manhattan-
based global nonprofits, collaborating 
with diverse stakeholders to plan and 
implement strategies for fundraising, 
recruitment, and community and 
government relations. In addition to 
writing, directing, and producing new 
works on Off-Broadway and Off-Off-
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Broadway, director and playwriting 
credits include Cherry Lane Theatre, 
the National Black Theatre, The Flea 
Theater, Primary Stages, The Wild 
Project, The Arctic Group, Goddard 
College, the Kraine Theatre, and the 
Drama League in New York City. Nash 
is an alumna of the Lincoln Center 
Directors’ Lab and the Stage Directors 
and the Choreographers Foundation 
Observership Program. A graduate of 
Otterbein University, she also received 
an MA from New York University’s 
Steinhardt School of Culture, 
Education, and Human Development, 
and an MFA in dramatic writing from 
Goddard College, where she received 
its Engaged Artist Award.

FRANCINE MARCHELLE (Education 
Director), an educator, producer, 

director, actress, and singer, who has 
more than 20 years of youth program 
leadership, curriculum development, 
youth development, child-care, and 
education experience, most recently 
was the director of after-school and 
summer programming at Broad 
Street Presbyterian Church. She has 
a master’s degree in educational 
leadership, curriculum, and instruction 
from the University of Phoenix, and 
has also led youth education initiatives 
at the YMCA, Crittenton Community 
School, and Directions for Youth 
and Families, where she also was 
the theatre director. Founder of the 
Achievement Retro Awards, a youth 
research arts project based in Atlanta, 
and the founder and director of 
Amateur Community Theater, a youth 
academic arts program also based 

Ying Quartet & Push Physical Theatre | Mar 26, 2022Imani Winds | Feb 19, 2022

Aizuri  Quartet| Nov 13, 2021Sergei Babayan, Pianist | Oct 23, 2021

Brooklyn Rider | May 21, 2022Brentano String Quartet & Dawn Upshaw | Apr 30, 2022

TICKETS: CbusArts.com or call 614-469-0939 
For more info visit us  

ChamberMusicColumbus.org >

@ Southern TheatreCOLUMBUS
Our 74th Season Schedule
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in Atlanta, Marchelle has produced 
and directed her own staged plays, 
including a gospel musical love story,  
A Trip to God’s House, an 
autobiographic story, For the Love of 
Me!, and monologues, We the People 
Telling Hour Story and Men on Pause.

CHRISTOPHER AUSTIN [He/Him/His]  
(Casting Director), who graduated 
with a BA in theater from Otterbein 
University, and earned his MA in 
pastoral and professional counseling 
from Methodist Theological School in 
Ohio, has worked in voice-over, film, 
and stage productions in Ohio and 
abroad. His performances as Othello in 
Othello and John in The Whipping Man 
received critical acclaim and award 
recognition. He served as the emcee 
for CATCO’s 2021 gala, and performed 
in CATCO’s virtual productions of Short 
Plays Toward an Antiracist Tomorrow 
and A Columbus Christmas Carol last 
season.

JULIA KELLEY [She/Her/Hers] (House 
Manager) is thrilled to be back with 
CATCO as House Manager after 
working on the New Works Festival in 
2021! Julia will graduate from Otterbein 
University this May with a BFA in 
Design/Technology for Theatre and 
a minor in Arts Administration. Some 
of her Otterbein credits include A 
Gentleman’s Guide to Love and Murder 
(House Manager), The Pajama Game 
(Stage Manager) and she is currently 
the Box Office Manager. Julia would 
like to thank Leda and Christy for the 
amazing opportunities with CATCO, 
as well as everyone she’s met on this 
project!

SARAH MILLS BACHA [She/Her/
Hers] (Press  Representative) 
is a professional writer and 
communications/marketing consultant. 
As president of her own firm, SMB 
Communications Ltd., which she 
founded in 1994, she has assisted 
numerous national and central Ohio 
companies and organizations with 
their marketing and communications 
needs. Before becoming a consultant, 
she worked as a journalist at daily 
newspapers. Previous positions include 
business reporter at The Columbus 
Dispatch in Columbus, OH, comment 
page editor at The Journal-Gazette 
in Fort Wayne, IN, and stringer for 
Reuters.
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WHERE WILL THE ARTS TAKE YOU NEXT? 
VISIT ARTSINOHIO.COM

@OHIOARTSCOUNCIL | #ARTSOHIO | OAC.OHIO.GOV 

State and federal dollars through the Ohio Arts Council 
supported your arts experience today.
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CATCO IS GRATEFUL. Each year, we receive many generous gifts from individuals and 
organizations in our community. These gifts increase CATCO’s capacity to create transformative 

experiences both on and off the stage. It is our pleasure to recognize these individuals and 
organizations that support the work we do in bringing the magic of theatre to life. 

 
This list reflects donations and pledges received from July 1, 2022.

C A T C O  D O N O R S  &  S P O N S O R S

Corporate, Foundation, & Government Support

The Columbus Foundation
The William C. and  
Naoma W. Denison Funds
Greater Columbus Arts Council
Ohio Arts Council

Nationwide Foundation
Riley Family Foundation
The Shubert Foundation
Robert E. Browning Fund

$25,000+

The Harry C. Moores Foundation
Moneta Group Investment Advisors

The Robert Weiler Company
White Castle Foundation

$10,000–$24,999

Altria Group
Barbasol Foundation
US Bank

American Electric Power Foundation
Brighter Days Foundation
The Painting Company

$5,000–$9,999

The Cardinal Health Foundation
Community Strategy Partners, LLC
Danbert
Kimball Midwest

PNC Bank
Thompson Hine LLP
JewishColumbus

$2,500–$4,999

Battelle Memorial Institute
Crabbe, Brown and James

Easton Community Foundation
Futurety

$1,000–$2,499

Amazon Smile
Inspire2Teach1
Kroger

Six String Concerts
PNC Bank

up to $1,000

Kinopicz American Storyforge
In-Kind
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C A T C O  D O N O R S  &  S P O N S O R S

Individual Support
$10,000+

Di Marco Family Fund of  
The Columbus Foundation

Barbara Trueman

John & Vicky Hart
Robin & Peter Hersha
Mary Lazarus
Jeff & Wendy Luedke

Mary Beth & Luke McCormick
Liz Riley
Joshua Schonauer  Gerry Rodriguez

$5,000–$9,999

Brent & Teresa Badger
Teri & Mark Berliner
Michael & Judith Galeano
Dr. Krista Hazen

Jeff Keyes & Alex Mollhoff
Trip & Lexie Lazarus Fund of  
The Columbus Foundation
Mary Yerina & Bob Redfield

$2,500–$4,999

Anonymous
Sonya Brown
Fred & Howard Fund for CATCO of  
The Columbus Foundation
Josh & Natalie Halter

Ed & Chasity Hofmann
Alexa Konstantinos
Sam & Lori Nahem
David R. Schooler

$1,500–$2,499

Mr. & Mrs. Jay Anthony
Kent & Sylvia Garrett
Donna & Larry James
Donna K. Laidlaw
Lurie Family Charitable Fund of  
The Columbus Foundation

Ginni D. Ragan
Ed & Nancy Strause Fund of  
The Columbus Foundation
The Theiss Family

$1,000–$1,499

This list reflects donations and pledges received from July 1, 2020–June 30, 2021.
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C A T C O  D O N O R S  &  S P O N S O R S

@CATCOisTheatre

CONTINUE  THE  
CONVERSATION!

 connect with us:

Anonymous
Sarah & Jim Bacha
Mark & Theresa Brownell
Joan Campbell & Ben Branch
Ted & Lynn Coons
Christine & Mark Dilley, MAD Scientist  
Associates, LLC
Michelle & George Geissbuhler
Dareth Gerlach
Babette Gorman & Jack Buckingham
Christy & Eric Farnbauch
Leda Hoffmann & Katherine Simon 
Lynne M. Jeffrey
Jimmy Kaplan
Lynne & Joe Leisring

The Leyva Family
Laurie Schmidt-Moats & Tim Moats
Lenore Schottenstein
In memory of Ruth Schildhouse
Luci Secord
Ms. Kara Siak
George & Peg Steele
Ralph & Joan Talmage
Shiloh & Dimiter Todorov
Grant Wallace &  
Stephanie Davis Wallace
Ty & Jutta Wait
Michael & Denise Wible
Charlotte Yates

$500–$999
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C A T C O  D O N O R S  &  S P O N S O R S

This list reflects donations and pledges received from July 1, 2020–June 30, 2021.

Carol Argiro
Jacqueline Bates
Madalyn & Roger Benjamin
Katherine & George Boehm
John & Kate Brody
Herb & Beverly Brown
Mark Brown & Tim Sublette
Rita & Jeffery Brown
The Christie Family
Nancy Connor
Blythe Coons
Dan & Christie Crane
Beth Crane & Richard McKee
Elfi Di Bella
John Dirina & Gail Havener
Lisa Dolin
In Honor of Christy Farnbauch
Benedicta Enrile
Tom Withgott & Maureen Finn
Jack Gold & Jeff Griss
Gunther Family Fund of  
    The Columbus Foundation
Susan Hartmann
Christy Heckel & Craig Hart
Melisande Heckman
Sheryl Heit
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Hershfield
Steven Hillyer
Sally Jaynes & Regina Malley
Michael & Meg Kelley

Laurie A. Kopec & Mark Vonder Haar
Jane M. Leiby Fund of  
    The Columbus Foundation
Tom & Ellen Lemberger
Mary Lunberg
Steve & Alicia Miller
Carol Miller
Al & Louise Minor
Brad Myers
Carla & Richard Nuenke
Karen & Eric Pacht
Shirley & David Palumbo
William & Lisa Pohlman
Gail Walter & Allen Proctor Family  
    Fund of The Columbus Foundation
Sue & Mark Real
Vickie Routte
Melinda & Edward Sadar
Roger & Margo Simmons
Cynthia Snyder
In Honor of Steven Anderson
Margaret & William Stadtlander
Jennifer Stump & Dennis Papp
Malinda Susalla & Mark Dean
Carol P. Vaughn

$250–$499
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C A T C O  D O N O R S  &  S P O N S O R S

S E A S O N  S U P P O R T E R S

CATCO gratefully acknowledges these corporations, 
foundations, and government agencies for their 
generous support.

Anonymous (4)
Harold Abner
Dave & Christine Ahnmark
Robert Angus
Russell Antel
Bill & Diana Arthur
Katherine Ault-Kinkead
Rosanne & Leonard Baird
Michael & Sherry Becker
Nancy F. Beja
Garry & Michele Bergman
John Bishop
Erin Blue
Eugene & Nancy Boyd
Henry H. Brecher
Robert Brodkey & Carolyn Patch
Susan Brooks
Loren Bucek & Carol Kane
Marjorie Burnham
Len & Sharon Bussard
Sharelle Buyer

Judi Cain
John & Patty Callahan 
Gail Cash
In honor of Buzz Cash
Ruth & Dan Chambers
Maureen Clancey
Susan Coady
Michael Collins
Laura Conley
Dr. Elizabeth Cooksey
Dr. Frank & Kathy Cordray
Jody Croley-Jones & Michael Jones
Joanne Curry
Judith Daso
Kriti & John Davies
Betsy & Nick DeFusco
Elizabeth DiMaria
Harriet & Scott Donaldson
Barbara Dorff
In Memory of Jay Dorff
William A. Dorsey

$100–$249 
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C A T C O  D O N O R S  &  S P O N S O R S

This list reflects donations and pledges received from July 1, 2020–June 30, 2021.

Rosalind Drum
Madeline Shaw & Stan Durkin
C. John Easton
Jon & Amy Eckert
Michal Elias-Bachrach
Bernie & Linda Erven
Nancy Evans
Fallon Research
Jim & Sue Farmer
Diana & David Ferguson
Steven Fink & Nancy Kaufmann
Laurie & Robert Fulford
Linda & Robert Gaffey
Karen Roll Gardener & Brian 
McSpadden Gardener
E. Leroy Bundy & Ruth Ann Geiger
JoAnn Giardino & Patty Ryan
Jane Gilbert
DeeDee & Herb Glimcher
Kathy Goldberg
Dave & Keri Graham
Mary & Dan Gray
Kristin & Scott Grimshaw
Sandra Guarderas
Lynnette Halstead
Patricia Santelli
Patricia & Elliot Hannum
Patricia Harmon & Geoffrey Fallon
Marilyn Harness
Eric Harter
Gary & Nancy Hattery
Elaine Hauser
Lee & Mary Hebert
Dr. Joseph Heimlich
Clyde & Janet Henry
April Herbster
Gayle & Vince Herried
Janice & Don Hilkerbaumer

Michael & Pamela Hill Lorr
Phuong Hoang
Nanette Hodge
Cheryl Hoffmann
Dave Holliday & Faith Williams
Tom & Janet Holliday
Bronwynn & David Hopton
Leroy & Virginia Hushak
Joan Junker
Pam Kallner
Drs. Bonnie L. Katz & Carl L. Tishler
Mark Keller
Mary & Ken Keller
Myong Kim
Wyatt Kingseed
William Kline & Marcia Cooper
Joanne Kosanke
Brian & Sally Kriska
Barbara B. Lach
Kelly & Jason Laipply
David Lambert
Mark & Angela LaMonte
William & Ruth Lantz
Joyce Leahy & George Needham
William & Christina Logan
Karen & Eric MacGilvray
Franklin & Karen Martens
William & Agnes Martin
Jean Mauger
Joy Maurer
Kent & Kathy McIntyre
Joy & Locke McKenzie
Elizabeth McNellie
Elizabeth McPherson &  
    John McFarland
Tracie Mealer
Joseph & Johanna Meara
Leon Meyers

$100–$249 (cont)
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Brian Miller
Bruce Miller
Cameron & Molly Mitchell
Kerri Mollard
Robert & Deborah Moorehead
Craig & Judy Mosier
Cecilia Moy
Kristen S. Moyer
Carol Mularski
Erin Nealy
Sandra Neely & John Martin
Erin Newman
Chris O’Leary
Mark & Mary Ogden
Christine & John Olsen
Wilbur Osborne
Brad Ostroff
Ed & Mary Jane Overmyer
Jim & Martha Owens
Joan & Steve Parrish
Richard & Ellin Patchen
Kathy Patton
Joel Perkins
Patricia Peterson
Mr. & Mrs. George R. Pilcher
Anne Powell Riley
JoAnn Prater
Chris & Fran Protopapas
Adam Pulskamp
Blake & Christine Rafeld
Jeff Ramm & Neal Hauschild
Linda & Steve Rath
Phillip Renico
Patricia Reynolds
Judy Ridgeway
R. Quincy Robe
Cordelia Robinson
Enid & Stephen Rosenstiel
Deborah Roshto
F. Donald Rothermich
Denver & Mary Jane Santee
Michael & Amanda Santiago
JoAnne Schorsten

Jane Seeling
Martha Sheridan & Michael Harper
Shrom Family
Anne C. Sidner
John & Kathryn Skirtich
Andrew Smith
Jane Smith
Rose M. Solomon
Donna & Ron Solove
Jed Sonstroem
Pamela Springer
Mark & Debbie Stack
Brad Steinmetz
Ruth Stenberg
Bruce Storts
Adele & Leland Stratton
Anna Sylvester
Meg & Joel Teaford
Eric & Barb Darwin
Sheila Torch
Mary Ann Trapp
Virginia Tyler & Rosalind Drum
Amanda VanDeusen
Stephanie Velez
Nancy Verber
Adam & Kathleen Wagenbach
Joy Waldron
Sara Ward
Cherie White
Michael Wilkos
Ohma Willette
Amy Winer
Sally Wood & David Long
Mary Ann Wynd
Jane B. Young
Nick & Janet Zettler
Linda & David Zuby


